VA San Diego Healthcare System

 Institutional Animal Care and Use Guidelines

Cervical Dislocation For Rodent Euthanasia 

The IACUC is specifically charged with reviewing the methods of euthanasia for each research protocol to assure compliance with the recommendations contained in the Report of the AVMA Panel on Euthanasia. Since physical methods of euthanasia (such as cervical dislocation) require the most skill to perform and are most likely to be affected by human error, the AVMA Panel recommends that such methods be used only when alternative methods are not appropriate. Methods deviating from these recommendations must be "justified for scientific reasons in writing by the investigator". These guidelines have been written to assist Principal Investigators in complying with AVMA recommendations as well as to provide information about effective techniques for rodent euthanasia.

1. The use of cervical dislocation in rodents is only recommended for mice and small rats (under 200 grams), and whenever possible the use of anesthesia prior to euthanasia is recommended. 

2. Use of cervical dislocation to euthanize mice and rats with body weights <200g by trained personnel is appropriate (with IACUC approval) with the following conditions:

a. Other methods have been considered and the alternatives would compromise the validity of the scientific study. 

b. Persons performing cervical dislocation must be trained and proficient.

c. Training should be obtained from trained laboratory staff or Veterinary Medical Unit animal health technicians. Proficiency must be demonstrated on anesthetized mice.

d. Animals are anesthetized using drugs or carbon dioxide prior to cervical dislocation unless justification is provided in the animal protocol for omitting anesthesia. If cervical dislocation is to be performed on unanesthetized animals, proficiency must be demonstrated.

3. Death must be confirmed by documenting cessation of a heart beat or bilateral pneumothorax to assure respiratory arrest prior to disposal of the animal.

Signature:

I have read the above and agree to comply.

_________________________________



_________________

Principal Investigator





Date
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