San Diego Healthcare System

Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee Guidelines

Housing of Animals in Laboratories


There may occasionally be a need to keep animals in an experimental laboratory overnight or for more than 12 hours. If this need arises, the housing of the animals must meet federal regulations and guidelines. To ensure this, there are certain record keeping and physical plant requirements that must be met by laboratory personnel caring for the animals. There must also be adequate communication with the veterinary staff.  A copy of this form must be included in the approved ACORP and posted in the animal housing room

	ACORP #
	Species
	Room #
	Housing Duration

 (# of days, weeks, etc)

	
	
	
	


Name of Person(s) Responsible for animals housed in this area:
	Person
	Office Phone
	Pager or cell phone
	After-hours contact number
	E-mail address

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


A. If animals will be housed for more than 12 hours but less than 72 hours in a laboratory, daily checks on the health of the animals must be included in the behavioral records, post-procedural records or clinical records of the animals. These records must either be kept with the animals, or a notice stating where the records may be found should be placed in any room where animals are housed. Records must include access of animals to food and water, animal health information, dates and times (if applicable) of treatments or procedures and dates of entry and exit from vivarium. These requirements are in addition to any other requirements as stated in the Policy "Pre- and Post-procedural Care of Rodents".

B. If animals will be housed in laboratories for more than 72 hours, the investigator and his/her staff are responsible for performing all husbandry functions, including but not limited to changing cages, providing fresh food and water bottles, checking health of animals, and changing wire lids or microisolator tops. These husbandry functions should be performed as per the SOP for "Management of Rodents Housed in Laboratories". In addition, a "Room Checklist for Animals Housed in Labs" must be maintained and must be placed within or just outside the laboratory where the animals are housed. These must be turned into the VMU for review at least monthly, or when there are no longer any animals housed in the room.  Clean caging must be taken from the clean side of the cagewash area prior to entering the laboratory or any animal rooms. Dirty cages must be taken to the dirty cagewash area and placed inside the door.

C. Animals in laboratories must have VMU printed cage cards on their cages at all times.

D. Laboratories in which animals are housed must meet the environmental requirements for animal housing and have high-low thermometers and light timers to ensure the animals' physiological needs are met.

E. Personnel caring for animals housed in laboratories must have training in husbandry of the species with which they are working.

F. It is not permitted to house non-rodent mammals outside the VMU.

I have read the above and agree to comply.
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_____________________
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